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Do your kids ride the school bus?   
Have you seen school buses with their engines runni ng but not moving (idling), like when the 
bus is waiting to pick your child up at school? Do you or your kids have asthma or know 
anyone who does?  
 

It’s common to see 
and smell a black 
cloud of smoke (diesel 
exhaust) coming from 
the back of an idling 
school bus. This 
exhaust can enter 
school buses and 
buildings’ air  

intake vents and pollute the inside of the school 
building—posing a health risk to students and 
teaches throughout the school day. 
 

Did you know?  
 
Diesel exhaust contains 40 chemicals that the 
State of California has identified as toxic 
health contaminants. 
 
Diesel soot accounts for 71% of the cancer 
risk from all toxic air contaminants.** 
 
Heavy-duty trucks using diesel can create the same 

amount of air pollution as 150 passenger cars. 
 
Diesel exhaust has been linked to lung 
cancer and the development of asthma.* 

 
Diesel exhaust is known to cause inflammation 
and damage to lung tissue, impaired pulmonary 
function, increases the severity of allergic 
responses to known allergens and asthma-like 
symptoms, and to cause lightheadedness, 
nausea, vomiting or tingling of the extremities. 
 
Over 30 human epidemiological studies have 
found a link between diesel exhaust and cancer. 
 
Diesel exhaust contains high levels of fine 
particulate pollution--easily inhaled deep into the  

lungs and not easily 
exhaled. These 
particulates stay in the 
lungs for long periods 
of time, ultimately 
corroding cells. 

 
The worst particulate 
matter is less than 3.5  

microns in diameter. 90 % of particulate 
matter emitted by diesel vehicles is less than 
1 micron in diameter. 
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* Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA).   
* *Bay Area Air Quality Management District.  


