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The California Anti-Idling Law was adopted to reduce the 
health & environmental impact of diesel exhaust emissions. 

 
••••

 Commercial diesel vehicles over 10,000 lbs. such 
as school buses, transit buses, delivery trucks, big-
rigs, school pupil activity buses, general public 
paratransit vehicles and other commercial motor 
vehicles, are subject to a 5 minute idling limit. 

 
••••

At schools, drivers 

from commercial 
diesel vehicles and 
school buses must 
turn off the vehicle 
engine upon stopping 
at a school or within 
100 feet of it, and 
must not turn it on 

more than 30 seconds before beginning to depart 
from a school or from within 100 feet of a school. 

 
•  A motor carrier (bus company owner) of a 

school bus, school pupil activity bus, youth bus, 
or public paratransit vehicle must ensure that 
the bus or vehicle driver, upon employment and 
at least once per year thereafter, is informed of 
the idling requirements and of the 
consequences of not complying.     

    
•  Starting with model year 2008, all heavy-duty 

diesel trucks sold in California must be 
equipped with an automatic engine shutdown 
device to be activated after 5 minutes of idling.     

    
•  All trucks equipped with sleeper cabs must 

comply with the 5-minute idling limit. Lower 
emission methods of cooling and heating the 
cab during rest period must be employed.     

    
•  A motor carrier must ensure that all complaints of 

non-compliance and enforcement actions are 
reviewed and remedial action is taken as 
necessary. These records must be kept for at least     

 
three years and made available to 
enforcement personnel within three 
business days of their request.  

•  Violations of the idling provisions can result 
in a minimum of $100 penalty.      

 
EXCEPTIONS ARE MADE FOR THE 
FOLLOWING REASONS:  
 

•  Bus passengers are onboard or 10 minutes 
prior to boarding.         

•  The vehicle is resting in sleeper berth beyond 
100’ of residential units.     

•  Traffic & weather conditions.         
•  Queuing beyond 100’ of residential units.         
•  Vehicle safety inspection.         
•  Service or repair         
•  Power takeoff involving cargo or work functions.         
•  Prevent safety or health emergency.         
•  Emergency vehicles.     
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