
SIGN ON LETTER IN SUPPORT OF KETTLEMAN CITY CIVIL RIGHTS COMPLAINTS -  MAY 19, 2015 

To the United States Environmental Protection Agency Office of Civil Rights 

and State Attorney General Kamala Harris 

  

We the undersigned organizations are in solidarity with the residents of the environmentally 

besieged town of Kettleman City. We urge you to give serious and positive consideration to the 

administrative civil rights complaints filed on March 19, 2015 against the Department of Toxic 

Substances Control (DTSC) and the California EPA by El Pueblo Para el Aire y Agua 

Limpia/People for Clean Air and Water of Kettleman City and Greenaction for Health and 

Environmental Justice.  

The permit process and approval by DTSC and California EPA of the expansion of the Kettleman 

Hills Hazardous Landfill was fraught with violations of State and Federal civil rights laws, and is a 

classic and unacceptable case of environmental racism and injustice. 

DTSC and Cal EPA acknowledged that an expansion of this polluting facility – the largest 

hazardous waste landfill in the western United States - would add to the huge environmental burden 

faced by the community of Kettleman City. They acknowledged that the people of Kettleman City 

are highly vulnerable and at risk. They acknowledged that the expansion will have a negative effect 

on air quality and increase diesel truck traffic through the town. Despite these significant impacts 

that cannot be mitigated, the permit was approved through the improper use of a “Statement of 

Overriding Consideration.” This action will harm and cause a significant burden on a protected 

class of people, as Kettleman City is an impoverished, Latino community with many monolingual 

Spanish-speaking residents. 

Adding insult to injury, DTSC and Cal EPA knowingly relied on the racist permit process 

conducted by Kings County. The County’s EIR process was blatantly discriminatory, systematically 

denying Latinos and Spanish-speakers the right to meaningful participation. During the EIR 

hearing, Spanish-speakers were only given half the time to testify as English speakers. When a 

Spanish-speaking citizen objected and demanded equal time to testify, he was dragged out of the 

hearing by police. Residents were harassed and intimidated by the large police presence, including 

with a K-9 unit. Furthermore, not one EIR document was translated into Spanish, despite the fact 

that many residents of Kettleman City could not read them and thus could not properly participate 

in the process. 

As recipients of state and federal funding, DTSC and Cal EPA are subject to civil rights laws that 

make it clear that it is a violation to take actions that have discriminatory and disproportionate 

impacts on Latino and Spanish-speaking peoples.  

We therefore call on the US EPA and the State of California to uphold the civil and human rights of 

the people of Kettleman City, and to fulfill your environmental justice commitments.  If civil rights 

are not protected in this case, then none of our communities can trust that our civil rights will be 

upheld anywhere. 

 



SIGNATORIES: 

Apostolic Faith Center 

Pastor Alfred Carrillo 

Wilmington, CA: 

Asamblea de Poder Popular de Gonzales  

Roberta Camacho, Treasurer 

Gonzales CA 

 

Asian Pacific Environmental Network 

Miya Yoshitani, Executive Director 

Oakland, CA 

 

Association of Irritated Residents 

Tom Frantz, Director 

Shafter, CA 

 

Bay Area Environmental Health Collaborative 

Amy Cohen, Coordinator 

San Francisco Bay Area 

 

Bay Area Healthy 880 Communities 

Wafaa Aborashed, Executive Director 

San Leandro, CA 

 

Bay Localize 

Corrine Van Hook and Colin Miller, Co-Directors 

Oakland, CA 

 

Biosafety Alliance  

Miguel Robles, Project Director 

San Francisco Ca 

 

Breakthrough Communities 
Carl Anthony and M. Paloma Pavel, PhD, Co-Founders 

Oakland, CA 

 

BURNT 

Bruce Wood, President 

Nashville, Tennessee  

 

California Communities Against Toxics 

Jane Williams, Executive Director 

Rosamond, CA 

 

California Environmental Justice Coalition 

Luis Olmedo, Co-founder and Steering Committee Member 

 

California Kids IAQ 

Drew Wood, Executive Director 

Wilmington, CA  

 

California Safe Schools 

Robina Suwol, Founder & Executive Director 

Los Angeles, California  

 

Center for Environmental Health 

Michael Green, Executive Director 

Oakland, CA 



 

Central California Environmental Justice Network 

Cesar Campos, Coordinator 

Fresno, CA 

 

Central Valley Air Quality Coalition 

Dolores Weller, Director 

Fresno, CA 

 

Coalition For A Safe Environment 

Jesse N. Marquez, Executive Director 

Wilmington, CA 

 

Comite Civico del Valle 

Luis Olmedo, Executive Director 

Humberto Lugo, Policy Advocate 

Brawley, CA 

 

Comite Pro Uno 

Felipe Aguirre, Coordinator 

Maywood, CA 

 

Committee to Bridge the Gap 

Daniel Hirsch, President 

Ben Lomond, CA 

 

Communties for a Better Environment 

Byron Guidel, Executive Director 

Huntington Park, CA 

Nile Malloy, Northern California Program Director 

Oakland, CA 

 

Community Alliance 

Ernesto Saavedra, Editor 

Fresno CA 

 

Community Dreams 

Ricardo Pulido, Executive Director 

Wilmington, CA 

 

Community Food and Justice Coalition 

Y. Armando Nieto, Executive Director 

Oakland, CA 

 

Paul Connett, PhD 

author of The Zero Waste Solution 

and former director of Work on Waste, USA 

Binghamton, NY 

 

Consumer Watchdog  

Liza Tucker, Consumer Advocate 

Santa Monica, CA 

 

Deep South Center for Environmental Justice 

Dr. Beverly Wright, Executive Director 

New Orleans, Louisiana 

 

Del Amo Action Committee 

Cynthia Babich, Director 

Rosamond, CA 

 

 



Desert Protection Society  

Donna Charpied, Executive Director 

Desert Center, CA  

 

Don't Waste Arizona 

Stephen Brittle, President 

Phoenix, AZ 

 

East Side Coalition Against Exide 

Dolores Mejia 

East Los Angeles/Laurel Heights 

 

East Yard Communities for Environmental Justice 

mark! Lopez, Executive Director 

Commerce, CA 

 

Energy Justice Network 

Michael Ewall, Esq., Founder & Director 

Washington, DC 

 

Environmental Health Coalition 

Diane Takvorian, Executive Director 

National City, CA 

 

Environmental Justice Coalition for Water  

Colin Bailey, J.D., Executive Director,  

Sacramento, CA 

 

Farmworker Association of Florida 

Jeannie Economos, Pesticide Safety and Environmental Health Project Coordinator 

Apopka, FL 

 

Fluoride Action Network 

Ellen Connett, Manager (also former editor of Waste Not 1989 -2000). 

Binghamton, NY 

 

Food Empowerment Project 

Lauren Ornelas, Founder/Executive Director 

Cotati, CA  

 

Fresno Brown Berets 

Juan Avitia, Coordinator 

Fresno, CA 

 

Gila River Alliance for a Clean Environment 

Lori Thomas, Director 

Gila River Indian Community, AZ  

 

Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives 

Monica Wilson, Coordinator 

Berkeley, CA 

 

Global Community Monitor 

Jessica Hendricks, Senior Program Manager 

Richmond, CA 

 

Grayson Neighborhood Council 

John Mataka, President 

Grayson, CA 



 

Green Delaware 

Alan Muller, Executive Director 

Port Penn, DE 

 

Huntersview Mothers and Fathers Committee for Health and Environmental Justice 

Mavis Williams, Coordinator 

Bayview Hunters Point, San Francisco, CA 

 

Idle No More San Francisco Bay Area 

Pennnie Opal Plant, Coordinator 

Richmond, CA 

 

Institute for Local Self Reliance 

Neil Seldman, President 

Washington, D.C. 

 

Just Transition Alliance 

Jose Bravo, Executive Director 

San Diego, CA 

 

Kentucky Environmental Foundation 

Craig WIlliams, Program Director 

Berea, Kentucky 

 

La Cuna de Aztlan Sacred Sites Protection Circle 

Alfredo Figueroa, Founder/Director 

Blythe, CA 

 

Los Angeles Environmental Justice Network 

Cynthia Babich, Coordinator 

Los Angeles, CA 

 

Los Jardines Institute  

Richard Moore, Coordinator 

Albuquerque, NM 

 

Mexican American Political Association (MAPA) 

Juan Avitia, State and National Director 

Fresno, CA 

 

Muskogee Clean County Coalition 

Sylvia Swan, Founder 

Muskogee, OK   

 

Oroville Dioxin Education Committee (ODEC) 

Lesley Kuykendall:  Chairperson 

Oroville, CA 

 

Physicians for Social Responsibility - Los Angeles (PSR-LA) 

Martha Dina Argüello | Executive Director 

Los Angeles, CA 

 

San Joaquin Valley Latino Environmental Advancement & Policy Project 

Rey Leon, Executive Director 

Fresno, CA 

 

 

 



Silicon Valley De-Bug 

Charisse Domingo 

San Jose, CA 

 

Southern California Coalition for Occupational Safety & Health (SoCalCOSH) 

Jorge Cabrera, Coordinator 

Los Angeles, CA 

Sunflower Alliance 

Shoshana Wechsler, Representative 

Richmond, CA 

 

Texas Campaign for the Environment 

Robin Schneider, Executive Director 

Austin TX 

 

Tri-Valley CAREs (Communities Against a Radioactive Environment) 

Marylia Kelley, Executive Director 

Livermore, CA 

 

Unitarian Universalist Justice Ministry of California 

Evan Junker 

Executive Director 

 

United Steel Workers Local 675 

David W. Campbell,  

Secretary-Treasurer 

Carson, CA 

 

Valley Improvement Projects 

Emiliano Mataka Co-founder 

Modesto, CA 

 

West Berkeley Alliance for Clean Air and Safe Jobs 

Janice Schroeder, Core Member 

Berkeley, CA 

 

West County Toxics Coalition 

Dr. Henry Clark, Executive Director 

Richmond, CA 

 

West Oakland Environmental Indicators Project  

Brian Beveridge, Co-Director 

Margaret Gordon, Co-Director 

Oakland, CA 

 

Youth United for Community Action 

Tameeka Bennett, Executive. Director 

East Palo Alto, CA 

 

 

 

 


